The New Robert's Rules 
is Here!
By Greg Pokorski, Parliamentarian
 

The current edition, entitled Robert’s Rules of Order, Newly Revised, 11th Edition, was released in September.  It supersedes all previous editions and is intended automatically to become the parliamentary authority in organizations whose bylaws prescribe Robert’s Rules of Order, Robert’s Rules of Order Revised, or Robert’s Rules of Order Newly Revised.
 

CGCI’s bylaws state (Article XVII), “The rules contained in the current edition of Robert’s Rules of Order Newly Revised shall govern the corporation in all cases to which they are applicable and consistent with these bylaws and any special rules of order the corporation may adopt.”  CGCI does not need to amend its bylaws to begin using the new Robert’s as its parliamentary authority.  If your club or district has a similar provision it does not need an amendment to begin using the new Robert’s.  Since most bylaws do allow for this automatic switch to reliance upon the most current publication and since Robert’s itself states that the new edition supersedes all previous editions, then it is important for all such organizations to quickly obtain and become familiar with the new edition.  It is important for all members of an organization to use a single parliamentary guide.  Older editions of Robert’s have significant differences in their guidelines and page and section references, which can exacerbate disagreements instead of helping to settle them.
 

The 11th Edition, the first revision since 2000, is significantly re-edited with expanded and updated treatment of many topics.  Its preface lists 17 significant changes and an additional 103 changes.  Some key changes include:  modified parliamentary rules in small boards and committees; electronic meetings and electronic communication; definition of a member “in good standing;” recognition of “Is there any debate?” as a less formal alternative to “Are you ready for the question?;” clarification of what rights members have to inspect records; and clarification of the relation between acts of an executive board and its parent assembly. 
 

Robert’s Rules of Order Newly Revised In Brief (for a simple and concise introductory guide) has also been published in a 2011 edition.
 
